2! 2                       NIZAMITL-MULK ASAF JAH I
The party of the Amlru'l-Umara Samsamu'd-Daulah
and Raja Jai Singh, which had some time since been
in power at the court, gradually lost its influence and
ascendancy in the counsels of the Emperor. Nizamu'l-
Mulk's pluck and optimism put heart into the efforts of the
well-wishers of the Empire and gave to their policy a
resolution which had long been wanting. In August 1737,
he was appointed Governor of Malwa superseding Bajl
Rao and Governor of Agra replacing Raja Jai Singh. In
his absence his eldest son Ghaziu'd-Dm Khan Flriiz Jang
was allowed to officiate as deputy Governor.1 After the
rainy season Nizamu'1-Mulk started his march from Delhi
towards Malwa to check the inroads of the Marathas in
the Doab and the districts adjoining the capital. He had
with him nearly fifty thousand troops and a well-equipped
train of artillery. A considerable number of these troops
consisted of Rajputs who were the main support of the
party of Amiru'l-Umara and Raja Jai Singh. Nizamu'l-
Mulk did not realise that the Rajputs had no longer that
attachment and feeling of loyalty which formerly made
them the prop of the Empire. He passed through Etawah
and Kalpi and entered the territory of Bundelkhand where
some Bundela chiefs also joined him. Abul Mansur Khan
Safdar Jang, son-in-law of Sa'adat Khan Burhanu'l-
Mulk, and the Raja of Kota formed his rear line. Among
other chiefs who accompanied the Imperial army were son
of Raja Jai Singh and Sabha Singh. The heterogeneous
elements in the Imperial army proved to be a great
hindrance for Nizamu'1-Mulk to achieve his objective.
Most of the Rajput and Bundela chiefs were in sympathy
and some of them were in collusion with the Marathas.
Nizamu'1-Mulk reached Bhopal in December, 1737.
Here he came to know that Malhar Rao Holkar had
defeated and killed Mugham Khan, an Imperial 'Amil
who with great bravery resisted a large force of the enemy
1 Hadlqatu'l-'Ilam, vol. II, p. 145.